
 

   

 

Welcome!  

Our newsletter is a lot about AAC 

- Augmentative & Alternative 

Communication - other ways to 

talk and write like electronic talk-

ing aids, computers, boards and 

books with pictures, words and 

letters, Eye-Gaze, Facilitated 

Communication, partner assisted 

scanning, sign language, Talking 

Mats & Communication Passports. FaCE 

Facilitating Communication for Everybody. 

We are students with speech and learning 

disabilities from Durham Trinity School, 

Haughall College, Broom Cottages, The 

Oaks and Bishop Auckland College, County 

Durham, UK.  

We do Art, Multimedia, AAC & Literacy 

out of school to improve our skills and 

make things to help others communicate.  

A celebration to share our stories mov-

ies AAC goodies and a tasty buffet is at 

Bishop Auckland College Conference 

Suite, Tuesday 22 June 2010 5-8 pm .   

Please phone, text or email how many 

are coming to help us plan and cater!  
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Diana Award Reporters 

and „AAC Role Models and 

the Right to Meet One‟. 

We want students with all 

disabilities to have the tech-

nology & teaching they need 

to SAY the core words all 

people say the most, and to 

be taught to read and write.  

Meeting AAC role models is 

the best way for everyone to 

learn that people with dis-

abilities can be good commu-

nicators and achieve.  

We are all reporters on the 

Diana Award Channel at Ra-

diowaves. Andrew, Gemma 

and Robert joined this week. 

Michael joined in January 

‟09, was trained to edit and 

record sound, and given a 

Flip for filming & interviews.   

He was awarded Radiowaves 

„Campaign of the Year‟ for 

his UN Convention campaign. 

Our new campaigns are 

„Equality without Words?‟ 

Learning Disability Service User Parliament 

www.serviceuser.co.uk   

MPs sign UN Petition 

Tony & Nicola Co-Chair 

the UK government to ratify 

(make law) without reserva-

tion the United Nations Con-

vention on the Rights of Per-

sons with Disabilities.  

The UK finally ratified the 

Convention 8 June 2009! 

Now everyone has a legal right 

to equal education and to the 

facilitation of language and 

communication by any method 

of AAC of a person‟s choice, 

as defined in UN Convention 

Articles 2, 21 & 24.  

This year we are campaigning 

for AAC Role Models in 

schools and Core Words and 

Literacy for everybody. 

Michael is MP for Communi-

cation, Arts & Media on the 

North East Learning Dis-

ability Parliament.  

Parliament meetings, at 

Durham County Hall Council 

Chambers, are open to the 

public & visits from schools 

are especially welcome. 

“I didn‟t want to think 

about leaving school until I 

came to the Parliament” 

says Michael, “but everyone 

is friendly and you learn all 

about Adult Services here”. 

In November 2008 and Feb-

ruary 2009 Michael asked 

the Parliament to petition 

www.un.org/disabilities/
default.asp?id=259 

Diana Award Channel 
www.radiowaves.co.uk/r/mbr 

Diana Award North East 
Alumni Network 

Diana Award  
www.diana-award.org.uk 

http://www.isaac-online.org
http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=259
http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=259
http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=259
http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/r/mbr
http://www.diana-award.org.uk


 

   

Big Challenge: Our Chance, Everybody’s Change! 

Big Challenge is helping us to 

campaign internationally for 

everyone‟s right to communi-

cation and literacy. 

If you are aged 16 to 25 and 

could help with literacy, ani-

mation, art, filming, editing, 

events, computing, network-

ing, research, campaigning or 

AAC, we need you!  

Some of our activities can 

be done remotely, including 

from overseas. 

Please email Michael & Terry 

terryjohnmick@yahoo.co.uk 

Big Challenge, in partnership 

with Changemakers & UnLtd, 

has awarded FaCE £4000 to 

print and share language dis-

plays, do a small research 

project, cover volunteer 

costs and buy a MacBook Pro 

to animate, make music, mov-

ies, talking stories and pres-

entations.  

In December, Michael had a 

weekend of interactive train-

ing in project management 

and a lot of fun with all the 

Big Challenge winners and 

the Youth Leadership Team. 
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The Language Stealers: Our Campaign Animation 

Language Stealers exposes 

the real barriers to commu-

nication for students with 

speech and writing impair-

ments as being more to do 

with the situation around 

them than anything to do 

with their disposition.  

Great comments from around 

the world! We don‟t feel so 

alone or outnumbered in our 

quest to overcome the 

Wicked Word Stealers now!  
youtube.com/watch?v=Vib2__BDCXc 

Language Givers will be about 

the AAC we make, how we 

teach ourselves literacy and 

multimedia, and campaign for 

this to happen for us in 

schools and colleges!  

Watch out for it on Radio-

waves, where our workshop 

movies, photos and project 

logs are, and on YouTube! 

Thank you to our sponsors: 

The Radiowaves Street Life 

Project funded by Youth In 

Action for the British Coun-

cil, and Co Durham Youth Op-

portunity Fund. Thank you to 

our facilitators: animator 

Vivien Peach, Michael‟s PA‟s, 

and Henderson Community 

House, Chilton, our venue. 

BC Winners and YLT 

Thank you every-

one who voted our 

Big Challenge idea 

to win! 

mailto:terryjohnmick@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.bigchallenge.org.uk/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vib2__BDCXc
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ISAAC 13th Biennial Conference, Montreal, August 2008 

about AAC Month. 

Michael and Terry filmed ex-

perts who teach people with 

the most severe disabilities, 

physical and cognitive, to 

communicate and read.   

The event, the people, the 

city - all were fantastic and 

we learned so much.  

At the Many Stories, 

One Voice press release, 

Michael introduced Josh 

and Caleb Hurd reading 

the winning youth story 

‟MI6 Rescue‟ by UK au-

thor Sean Lucas, 7. 

At the People Who Use 

AAC Forum he talked 

Michael, Caleb and Josh. 

ISAAC 13th Conference 

ISAAC International AAC Awareness Month 

isaac-online.org   

www.aacawareness.org

/michaelreed.html 

Chilton Library 

Stanley Library 

including a 24-hour global 

chat on Skype, Facebook and 

Twitter 20 October 2010. 

Facebook Group:                

International AAC Month. 

October 2007 was the first 

AAC Awareness Month. 15 

countries took part. We used 

Michael‟s Pathfinder, talking 

grids, word wall & communica-

tion book for people to „speak‟ 

without voices at 6 events at 

Chilton Community College. 

2008 was „Many Stories One 

Voice‟. We made 2 PowerPoint 

talking stories that we read 

aloud in 2 libraries and 3 

schools during October  

2009 was „Many Methods One 

Goal: To Communicate‟. We 

sent 3 movies we made with 

Engage TV: „Out of The Box‟, 

„No Secrets‟ & „Campaign Me‟. 

2010 theme is „Many Cul-

tures, One Dream: Communi-

cation without Barriers‟.   

Stories and movies in by 1 

June 2010 will be presented 

at the ISAAC Conference in 

Barcelona in July. All entries 

in by 1 September will add to 

the MCOD Online Collection. 

Movies of people using AAC 

to sing or sign a song with 

family and friends will be 

merged with clips from 

around the world to make an 

inclusive music video. Closing 

date 15 August 2010. 

More details on the website: 

www.aacawareness.org and 

AAC Month slideshow movie 

is on YouTube!  

In October people read the 

stories and watch the movies 

at events around the world, 

aacawareness.org 

http://www.isaac-online.org
http://www.aacawareness.org/michaelreed.html
http://www.aacawareness.org/michaelreed.html
http://www.aacawareness.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfDHahudrxk
http://www.aacawareness.org


 

   

1 Voice @ Communication Matters (ISAAC UK) 

good word! Michael will join 

the AAC Band at the 2-day 

Music Workshop followed by a 

public performance in Barce-

lona city! We are excited!  

1 Voice Teens are present-

ing again at ISAAC Barce-

lona! Michael, Terry & John  

will film more AAC special-

ists to keep spreading the 
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1 Voice Summer 2010 

communicationmatters.org.uk 

www.isaac-online.org 

www.1voice.info 

1 Voice Teenagers DVD 

kids workshops are pure fun. 

The teenagers think about 

transition and becoming role 

models. The Role Models in-

spire everyone to communi-

cate well and achieve! 

Photos, videos, newsletters 

and event news are on the 

website! More on YouTube: 
www.youtube.com/1voicemovies 

We‟re having a 1 Voice North 

East event soon.  Email 

1VoiceNortheast@1voice.info 

or phone 0845 330 7862 to 

find out more!  Or be with us 

at Hayes 12-13 June 2010! 

1 Voice is the UK‟s award-

winning network of children 

and young people who use 

communication aids, their 

families & friends, adult 

AAC Role Models, volun-

teers and professionals. 

1 Voice holds two events 

each year - a weekend for 

under-13‟s and a weekend 

for teenagers. The AGM and 

Family Fun Day are part of 

the teenager weekend. 

We do drama, dance, music, 

make movies and perform at 

the dinner and disco. The 

1 Voice Communicating Together 

ISAAC 14th Biennial Conference, Barcelona, July 2010 

communicationmatters.org.uk 

UK Chapter of ISAAC. 

Meet the makers and suppli-

ers of AAC AT and EC at 

Gateshead Lancasterian Suite, 

Lancaster Road, Dunston, 

NE11 9JR from 9-3pm 7 July! 

CM Roadshow is free, and so 

is lunch! To book your place 

call 0845 456 8211. 

1 Voice Teens presented at 

Communication Matters in 

September. Michael talked 

about how 1 Voice prepares 

its young people to be the 

Role Models of the future. 

Communication Matters is 

the UK organisation con-

cerned with AAC and is the 

http://www.communicationmatters.org.uk
http://www.isaac-online.org/
http://www.1voice.info
http://www.youtube.com/1voicemovies
http://www.communicationmatters.org.uk
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Headlines: Craniofacial Support Group 

Augmentative & Alternative Communication (AAC) and FaCE   

Eye Gaze Frame 

Personal Communica-
tion Passport 

www.communicationpassports.org.uk 

Headlines was set up in 1993 by parents of children with cra-

niofacial conditions. Michael has Apert Syndrome.  Headlines 

Family weekend is at the Holiday Inn, Coventry in April and 

the Teens‟ Activity Weekend is at the Pioneer Centre, Kid-

derminster in July—great events—lovely people!  

Do you have a craniofacial condition? Live in the North East? 

We‟d love to host a Headlines event here. Do get in touch!  

www.headlines.org.uk 

Talking Mats  
www.talkingmats.com 

50 Core Words  
Language Mate 

Word Wall Bingo on the Diana 

Channel at Radiowaves de-

scribes how we use our props 

for learning, storytelling and 

research. We meet twice a 

week to do our activities. 

We‟re making Communication 

Passports (A Little Book All 

About Me) for us and our 

friends to help people, even 

strangers, talk to us directly, 

instead of to our carers.  

We‟re learning Talking Mats, 

an AAC consultation tool for 

anything from simple choices 

to story planning to in depth 

mind mapping and life planning. 

Our next project is a 200+ 

page life plan with speech out, 

made as an 

AAC, iPad or 

webpage + 

database app 

using Talking 

Mats to get 

our answers. 

There are many ways to 

give words to learners with 

speech and writing difficul-

ties, and many alternatives 

to pen, keyboard and mouse 

to access them. 

The few hundred words 

that make up 80% of what 

everyone says we‟ve got on 

paper, on a word wall, in a 

communication book, some 

on Eye-Gaze flipcharts and 

PowerPoint slides with the 

sound added for each word.  

This common core is useful 

to everyone, everywhere.  

We‟re putting words with 

speech on boards in Tico, a 

free program that scans 

for switch users we found 

on Kate Ahem‟s blog Teach-

ing Learners with Multiple 

Special Needs.   

We‟ve got the alphabet & 

common word parts to de-

code, segment and blend.  

Could you 

volunteer to help 

us read, write, 

compute, and 

make AAC to 

help everyone 

communicate! 

http://www.communicationpassports.org.uk/
http://www.headlines.org.uk
http://www.talkingmats.com/
http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/story/122566/title/WordWallBingo
http://www.communicationpassports.org.uk/Home/
http://www.communicationpassports.org.uk/Home/
http://www.talkingmats.com/
http://teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/2010/03/free-dynamic-display-communication.html
http://teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/2010/03/free-dynamic-display-communication.html
http://teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/2010/03/free-dynamic-display-communication.html
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FaCE: Meet the Team 

Andrew, age 18. 

Gemma, age 21. 

I am working with animals at Haughall College. I love books 

and want to be a better reader. My AAC dream is to make 

Communication Passports and Eye Gaze displays for my 

friends in the Sensory Class at Trinity. 

Michael, age 20. 

Robert, age 20. 

I left Durham Trinity in July and am doing more Life Skills 

at Bishop College. I wanted to do computer music, video & 

animation but don‟t have level 2 literacy so I can‟t. My AAC 

dream is giving language displays with speech output to eve-

ryone who needs one, especially my friends at Trinity. 

I left The Oaks last summer and started Life Skills at 

Bishop Auckland College. I love snooker, tenpin bowling and 

swimming. I want to be a policeman, fireman or the Prime 

Minister. My AAC dream is to share our stories, movies and 

language boards with my classmates at Bishop College. 

I‟m at Durham Trinity FE Unit. I want to be a Sports Assis-

tant. I do Rookies Lifeguard training at Stanley. I ran my 

first Great North Run last year. My AAC dream is to help 

my friends talk, read and write with the communication dis-

plays we are making.  

If you don‟t like to stay in then this is the group for you! 

For 10 years Lynne and Andrea have organised weekly ses-

sions of trampoline, football, adapted cycling and horse rid-

ing, and lots of other activities like quad bikes, steel drums, 

Taekwondo, drama, quiz nights, theatre, eating out, BBQ‟s 

concerts and away days. We‟re all good friends and it‟s great 

to keep in touch with friends from school here. 

Durham Area Disability Leisure Group (DADLG) 

0191 3891666 

Jake, age 6. 

I‟m Jake. I go to Broom Cottages. When I was 3 Mam made 

me a core word wall and communication book like Michael‟s. I 

practised my phonics and reading every day. I started talk-

ing at age 5. I can‟t make all sounds yet but I read at my age 

level. I love reading and writing and music and dancing. 

http://www.serviceuser.co.uk


 

 

13 Tennyson Road, Chilton 

Ferryhill Co Durham DL17 0HZ 

FaCE 

Phone: 01388 721 309 

Mobile: 07782 206 984 

E-mail: terryjohnmick@yahoo.co.uk 

www.radiowaves.co.uk/r/mbr  

www.radiowaves.co.uk/r/andym 

www.radiowaves.co.uk/r/gemmac 

www.radiowaves.co.uk/r/robbomcn 

www.youtube.com/user/michaelbrianreed 

Blog: http://michaelreedsblog.blogspot.com 

How much can you say with just a few core words? 

Learners with all disabilities should 

have access to core words and all 
language functions, literacy and 

multimedia. Learners with Develop-

mental Apraxia, Autism, Cerebral 

Palsy, Downs, vision, hearing, and 

motor impairments, aged 3 to older 

individuals who were never taught 

literacy all  learn sound blending, 

phoneme segmentation, decoding 

and to read and understand simple 

sentences and stories with Janice 

Light & David McNaughton: http://

aacliteracy.psu.edu/ResearchResults.html  

97% of  primary pupils in Dunbar-

tonshire leave school functionally 

literate due to Synthetic Phonics—

read more on CALL Centre blog 

FaCE: Facilitating Communication for Everybody 

http://aacliteracy.psu.edu/ResearchResults.html
http://aacliteracy.psu.edu/ResearchResults.html
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=2460133
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=2460133
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=2460133

